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them and undertook extensive investigations,
which resulted in his work in conjunction with
Stodart on Alloy Steels (64).
In France, Br6ant, the Examiner-General of
Assays at the Royal Mint, presented to the
Academy a brilliant paper on the composition
of that steel (65).
For several years here and there a few papers
were published on the subject, but gradually
the interest began to die away.
Meanwhile, at Zlatoust in Russia, where the
old caravan routes from Central Asia to Persia
traversed the old Ural mining districts, Major-
General P. Anossoff conceived the idea of
finding out what was the reason of the watering,
and of the qualities of the still mysterious
Damascene steel. He conducted his investiga-
tions for several years, and finally, in 1837, was
able to say that the problem was solved, and
that the process was no longer mysterious to
him. Beautiful swords manufactured by him
bear testimony to his words (66).
In the course of his investigations, having
noticed that the natives were able to gauge
the quality of the article by its watering, or
what we now call macrostructure, he began
regularly to apply the microscope for investi-
gating the microstructure, as shown in his
journal (67).
Again the interest in that steel seemed to be